
 

9 Tips For Surviving Winter From 
Schwantes, The Woodbury Heating 
Company. 

 



 
Minnesota in the wintertime is not for the faint of heart. It’s not that it’s cold (the 
whole month of January hovers just a few degrees above zero) but there is just so 
much of it. It’s snowing and it’s freezing and it lasts for a long time. It seems like 
winter will never end. 

 
The favorite saying for folks in Minnesota during the winter is “ “spring will never 
come”. And for a long time, that seems to be the case. But there are ways to 
endure. Here are 9 tips from Schwantes, the Woodbury heating company, to help 
you endure until the waters at Big Island are warm again. 

1. Stock up supplies 
Get yourself an ice scraper and a snow shovel. It snows in Minnesota-a lot and often. 
If you don’t have a garage, you’ll be scraping snow off your car all winter. And there 
will be times when you’ll be digging out of snow piles. Tip: If necessary, you can 
scrape ice off your windshield with a credit card. Just don’t make it an important card 
that you can’t do without for awhile if you break it. And you can use a McDonald’s 
cup to shovel snow from around your car tires.  

2. Master the art of driving in snow and ice 
Learn to drive in ice and snow. Regardless of how good you are, even the safest and 
slowest will lose control. So practice, practice, practice.  
 
Be sure to use snow tires, or at least tires that aren’t approaching baldness. 
Otherwise, you won’t make it. You don’t want to be digging out of snow when your 
tires could have been doing the work. Also, be sure you can see where you’re going 
before you head out to drive.  
 
Finally, if you do start fishtailing or slipping on the ice, don’t panic. Don’t try to correct 
the car’s steering. That’s useless. Be sure to keep extra space between you and 
other cars. When your tires do get a grip of the road, they’re going in the direction 
they are faced. So if you over correct, you could be running off the road or into traffic. 

3. Get some ice melting washer fluid 
When you get fed up with all of that scraping, a little washer fluid will help restore 
your sanity.  
 

4. Study up on how to get salt stains out of your clothing 
You just bought a brand new pair of jeans and the salt stains from the snow ruined 
them after wearing only once. The salt is everywhere because it does a great job of 
melting the snow and cutting down on slipperiness. That’s great, but there goes the 
jeans! 



5. Eat robust meals 
You’re actually going on a diet in Minnesota in the middle of the winter? Good luck! 
Minnesota in the winter is no place for a diet. You need robust meals in the 
wintertime. A nice hot dish will work for you every time. 

6. Make your home comfy 
You need happy thoughts to think about when you’re struggling to get through the 
snow to get home. You can’t wait to get out of those wet shoes, put on some slippers 
and crank up the fire in the fireplace. Pull on the down comforter and put on some 
wool socks. Add a long t-shirt or flannel and you’re ready for bed.  
 

7. Have plenty of extra food 
Every few years, there is a blizzard in Minnesota that’s big enough to keep you from 
getting to the grocery store. In these circumstances, you don’t want to go anywhere. 
So, be prepared to ride out the storm with some extra vittles stocked in the pantry.  
 
8. Prepare for regular heat 
 
Mechanical systems do break down, but the middle of the winter, with a zero 
temperature outside isn’t the time for it to happen. A planned maintenance program 
from Schwantes, the Woodbury heating company, can reduce the frequency of these 
breakdowns and keep you warm during the cold winter months. When you have a 
Schwantes plan here’s all the things we do prior to the winter season: 

 Check and adjust thermostat 
 Check and adjust all safety controls 
 Lubricate moving parts as applicable 
 Check belts and adjust tension, if needed 
 Check and/or replace filters* 
 Check fan control 
 Record temperature rise 
 Check complete heating cycle 
 Check electrical wiring connections and insulation 
 Clean burners and pilot (gas furnaces) 
 Check spark ignition operation (gas furnaces) 
 Check for gas leaks (gas furnaces) 
 Check vent pipe and draft diverter (gas furnaces) 
 Check amperage draw on each element (electric heaters) 
•         Check sequence of operation (electric heaters) 



 

9. Have a little fun 
If you don’t have a little fun during the winter, the season will seem like it never ends. 
Enjoy the new winter season and the occasional snow until January 1. That’s when 
the real fun starts. It’s then time for the real winter-only activities to begin. Bring on 
the skiing, snow mobiling and ice fishing. Ice fishing can really be fun. You can sit 
around in a cabin drinking, playing board games and just waiting for the fish to bite. 
As for skiing, you don’t have to be good at it. You can struggle down the kiddie slop a 
few times and then come sit by the fire with a nice drink or some hot chocolate. If you 
live in the city, try some ice-skating. But maybe for you, winter fun is just making an 
annual snowman. Just be sure you’re doing what you enjoy so the summer will come 
that much sooner.  
 
 
 
 

 


